


Program	 Cocktails – Tiffany Room
		  6:00 – 7:30

	 Dinner & Awards Program – Crystal Ballroom
		  7:30 
	
	 Master of Ceremonies
		  Christa M. Hohmann
		  2015 President

	 Installation of Christa M. Hohmann, Officers and Board Members
	
	
	
Honorees	 President’s Award
		  Michael S. Romano, Director, Three Strikes Project, Stanford Law School
		  Mark Faucette, Director of Community Relations, Amity Foundation
		  Presented by Christa M. Hohmann

 	 Morton Herbert Service Award
		  Richard G. Hirsch
		  Presented by John Maceri, Executive Director of OPCC

	 Johnnie Cochran Award
		  Honorable Michael A. Tynan
		  Presented by John Yzurdiaga, Attorney 

	 Journalism Excellence Award
		  Presiding Justice Arthur Gilbert
		  Presented by Robert A. Schwartz, Attorney

	 Hon. Robert Takasugi Judicial Excellence Award
		  Commissioner Mark Zuckman
		  Presented by Honorable James R. Brandlin, Supervising Judge, Criminal Division

	 Joseph Rosen Justice Award
		  Ezekiel P. Perlo
		  Presented by Stan Perlo, Attorney

 	 Jerry Giesler Memorial Award
		  Victor Sherman
		  Michael D. Nasatir
		  Vicki I. Podberesky
		  Presented by Victor Salerno, Attorney

	

	

		

	



We have so much to be proud of and so much to look forward to.  Serving as President 
of the Criminal Courts Bar Association was both a pleasure and an honor, as is passing 
the torch to Christa Hohmann, our next President.  Christa has accomplished so much 
as Director of the Post-Conviction Assistance Center and we are excited to have her 
at the helm as we carry on the great traditions of this historic but still very relevant 
organization.  I have so much appreciation for our members and thank our amazing 
board of directors for giving me this opportunity to serve.  I also pay a special debt of 
gratitude to Chris Chaney and Bob Schwartz for always buying into my grand and 
sometimes unorthodox ideas and agreeing to hold our meetings all over the City.   Of 
course, none of this would have been possible had my father steered me toward a less 
rewarding profession.
	 I remain committed to the CCBA and want to once again encourage the 
younger members joining us this evening to get involved and take advantage of the 
wealth of knowledge available to you.  At the same time, I want to remind our more 
seasoned attorneys that wisdom means the most when it is shared. 
	 Serving you over the past year has been an unbelievable ride. We celebrated 
Judges’ night at Delancey Street, screened the award winning documentary “House 
I live In” at the Inner-City Arts Complex on Skid Row, spent a special evening with 
James Ellroy at the Los Angeles Police Museum and, finally, brought glamour back to 
the Boulevard at the Hollywood Roosevelt.  Other amazing accomplishments include 
our introduction of a new website, tremendous membership growth, and making our 
organization more diverse than ever before. We could never have accomplished all of this 
without working together.
	 I would like to thank and pay tribute to this evening’s honorees.  You bestow 
respect and credibility on our profession and are the reason why we come together each 
year.  Last, but certainly not least, I would like to thank my two boys and lovely wife, 
Vanessa, for her unwavering support in all that I do.   

Welcome to the Criminal Courts Bar Association’s 62nd Awards and Installation 
Dinner.  As we join to honor and celebrate the 2015 award winners, we also pay tribute 
to the past Presidents, and leadership, who have led the organization with honor and 
have guided and carried it forward.  I am honored to be among this group.  
	 I want to thank our out-going President Michael Goldstein, for all of his hard 
work, dedication, vision, and enthusiasm in leading and growing this organization.  He 
has done these things, in so many ways, and left some big shoes to fill!  I also want to 
extend my sincere gratitude to him for his guidance and support throughout this year.  
And, I look forward to working with our next president, Lou Sepe, whose gracious offers 
of help were so needed.  And, most importantly, I want to extend a huge thank you to 
Chris Chaney, Executive Director, for his many years of service and his patient guidance 
of the organization.  
	 Some 13 years ago, Gigi Gordon brought me to my first Criminal Courts Bar 
Association Monthly Dinner Meeting.  It was an inspiring group of attorneys, who were 
welcoming and supportive.  The organization had a rich and distinguished history.  One 
of the very first dinner meetings that I attended was at the Friar’s Club in Beverly Hills; 
Gigi said – this is one you won’t want to miss – and, she was right.  Michael Nasatir and 
Richard Hirsch were the speakers.  They were gracious and entertaining, and I took away 
so much from their stories.  I am truly honored to be hosting this evening, where tonight 
both are receiving awards.
	 I want to extend my heart-felt gratitude to the Executive Officers and Board for 
their assistance with this Awards Dinner and for their commitment to the organization.  
And, also a special thank you to the following people without whose help and guidance 
this night would have not been possible, Michael Goldstein, Stephanie Watson, Eric 
Barter, Robert Schwartz, Richard Hutton, Robert Wilson, Lou Sepe, and Victor Salerno. 
	 Finally, I look forward to an exciting year as this organization continues to grow 
both in numbers and in vision.

O U T G O I N G  P R E S I D E N T

Michael A. Goldstein
I N C O M I N G  P R E S I D E N T

Christa M. Hohmann
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Jerry Giesler 	 1954 & 1955

Morris Lavine 	 1956

Philip Erbsen 	 1957

Richard E. Erwin 	 1958

Albert C. Garber 	 1959

Al Matthews 	 1960

Harold J. Ackerman 	 1961

Earl C. Broady 	 1962

Joseph M. Rosen 	 1963

Dan O’Neill 	 1964

Charles Hollopeter 	 1965

Warren L. Ettinger 	 1966

Paul Caruso 	 1967

William Drake 	 1968

Burton Marks 	 1969

David Cunningham 	 1970

Richard Caballero 	 1971

Maurice Harwick 	 1972

James E. Patterson 	 1973

James G. Cooney 	 1974

Richard Walton 	 1975

Howard L. Weitzman 	 1976

Herbert G. Blitz 	 1977

Morton Herbert 	 1978

Robert K. Robertson, Jr. 	 1979

Nancy Cunningham 	 1979

Richard G. Hirsch 	 1980

Robert C. Clark 	 1981

H. Ronald Hauptman 	 1982

Larry Fidler 	 1983

Richard A. Hutton 	 1983

Steve H. Hough 	 1984

George V. Denny, III 	 1985

Ed Tolmas 	 1986

Edward J. Horowitz 	 1987

Charles L. Lindner 	 1988

David A. Elden 	 1989

Madelynn Kopple 	 1990

John Yzurdiaga 	 1991

Donald M. Ré 	 1992

Robert Schwartz 	 1993

Carol Clem 	 1994

Rickard Santwier 	 1995

Mona C. Soo Hoo 	 1996

Joel S. Peck 	 1997

Michael Shannon 	 1998

Donald R. Wager 	 1999

Barry Levin 	 2000

David R. Evans 	 2001

Christopher C. Chaney 	 2002

Robert J. Wilson 	 2003

Patrick W. Lake 	 2004

Stephen B. Sadowsky 	 2005

Steven Escovar	 2006

Michael Artan	 2007

Andrew Stein	 2008

Alison Triessl	 2009

Mark Rafferty	 2010

Sharon Beth Morris	 2011

John Tyre	 2012

Bruce Richland	 2013

Michael A. Goldstein 	 2014

Michael Romano, recipient of the President’s Award, is the director and co-founder of 
the Three Strikes Project at Stanford Law School. He has been recognized as one of 
the top lawyers in California and has published several articles on California’s Three 
Strikes law and sentencing in the United States.  As counsel for the NAACP Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund, Romano co-authored the Three Strikes Reform Act of 
2012 (“Proposition 36”).  His work has been profiled in The Los Angeles Times, The 
New York Times Magazine, Rolling Stone, and The Economist.  He maintains a small 
criminal appeals, post-conviction, and civil rights law practice in San Francisco.  Romano 
was a John Knight Fellow at Yale Law School and graduated with honors from Stanford 
Law School in 2003.  He clerked for U.S. Court of Appeals Judge Richard C. Tallman. 

Mark Faucette, recipient of the President’s Award, is California Director of Community 
Relations for Amity Foundation.  For the past 25 years, Faucette has worked in 
progressively responsible service and administrative positions in the residential 
community services setting and prison system.  Faucette has been a key leader in 
establishing and expanding Amity’s residential Los Angeles facility (Amistad), which is 
funded through numerous California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
contracts.  Since 2001, he has become a critical member of the reentry services 
movement in Los Angeles County.  He sits on the Board for California Association of 
Alcohol and Drug Program Executives and is the chair of the Los Angeles Regional 
Reentry Partnership.  His advocacy in support of community-based reentry treatment 
has led to numerous collaborative-efforts for Amity to provide services in Los Angeles, 
local and state legislative and policy changes to increase funding and mandate aftercare 
for parolees, and national recognition of Amity’s work with his presence and input at 
the White House Faith-Based & Community Initiatives National Summit on Prisoner 
Re-Entry held in 2008.  Faucette is the 2013 recipient of the Champion Against Hunger 
and Poverty, Hunger Action LA.  Faucette has lead Amity’s collaborative work with 
Stanford University Law School in coordinating re-entry services in Los Angeles for 
hundreds of individuals who have been released pursuant to the Three Strikes Reform 
Act (Proposition 36).

C R I M I N A L  C O U R T S  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

Past Presidents
P R E S I D E N T ’ S  A W A R D

Michael S. Romano
Mark Faucette



Richard G. Hirsch, recipient of the Morton Herbert Service Award, has practiced law 
for 48 years.  He is a partner with the firm of Nasatir, Hirsch, Podberesky & Khero 
located in Santa Monica.  Hirsch is a graduate of the University of California, Los 
Angeles and the University of California, Berkley (Boalt Hall) School of Law.  
	 He was awarded Criminal Defense Attorney of the Year by the Century 
City Bar Association in 1996, and was named Defense Attorney of the Year by the 
Criminal Justice Section of the Los Angeles County Bar Association in 1999.  In 
2003, Hirsch received the Career Achievement Award from the Criminal Courts Bar 
Association. He was also named a “Super Lawyers of Southern California” from 2004 
to the present, and has been listed in Best Lawyers in America since its inception. 
	 Hirsch has been involved in several organizations that focus on criminal 
law matters. He was a Chairman of the Criminal Law Section of the Beverly Hills 
Bar Association, and a Member of its Board of Directors.  Hirsch was also President 
of the Criminal Courts Bar Association, President of the California Attorneys for 
Criminal Justice, President of the American Board of Criminal Lawyers, and a 
Member of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. 

In the area of public service, Hirsch has served in the following capacities:
•	Chair, Camp Associates Board, UCLA Uni Camp
•	Fellow, Pat Brown Institute of Government Affairs
•	Member, Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee
•	Chair, Greek Theater Advisory Committee 
	 (appointed by Mayor Tom Bradley)
•	Member, Community Advisory Committee KCET Public Television
•	Member, California Council on Criminal Justice (1977-1980, appointed by 	
	 Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr.)
•	President, Santa Monica Museum of Art
•	Board of Directors, Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce
•	Chair, Criminal Justice Wall of Fame Committee
•	Board of Directors, OPCC (formerly Ocean Park Community Center) 	 	
	 (1995-Present, Chair, 1997-2000).

Judge Michael Tynan, recipient of the Johnnie Cochran award, attended Stanford 
University and graduated from the University of Southern California School of Law.  He 
began his legal career in the Los Angeles County Public Defender’s Office and remained 
there for 13 years until his appointment to the Los Angeles Municipal Court Bench by 
Governor Jerry Brown.  His first judicial assignment was Traffic Court, where he soon 
became Supervising Judge.  He was eventually transferred to Division 30, the Felony 		
Preliminary Hearing Master Calendar Court where he remained for the next two and a 
half years until elected to the Superior Court in 1984.  
	 While Judge Tynan is probably best remembered as the judge who presided over 
the trial of the Richard Ramirez Night Stalker case in 1988 and 1989, it is of his work 
for the Los Angeles County Drug Court that he is most proud.
	 Beginning almost 19 years ago, Judge Tynan began the process of establishing 
a specialized court designed to help salvageable defendants wean themselves from drugs 
and out of the criminal life.  The plan was to establish a Sentenced Offender Drug Court 
(SODC) that could handle convicted felons who were on their way back to prison 
because of addiction problems, who appeared interested in turning their lives around 
and were willing to undergo an intensive 18 month regiment, including at least 100 days 
in custodial treatment, supervised by a specialty court.  Over 75 percent of the SODC 
graduates have remained arrest and drug free and have re-entered main stream society.
	 Presently, Judge Tynan supervises drug courts for the Los Angeles Superior Court 
and serves on the Court’s Proposition 36 Implementation Committee.  Judge Tynan has 
also developed and presides over the Second Chance Women’s Re-Entry Court, the 
Co-Occurring Disorders Court, and the Veteran’s Treatment Court in Los Angeles County.  
And every other month, he presides over Homeless Court, which helps the homeless in Los 
Angeles County get minor, nonviolent infractions erased from their records.

M O R T  H E R B E R T  S E R V I C E  A W A R D

Richard G. Hirsch
J O H N N I E  L .  C O C H R A N  J R .  M E M O R I A L  A W A R D

Honorable Michael A. Tynan



Justice Arthur Gilbert of the California Court of Appeal, the recipient of the 
Journalism Excellence Award, has been writing a monthly column for the Daily 
Journal legal newspaper since 1988.  Gilbert has received numerous awards over the 
years from various bar associations throughout the state but has never before been 
recognized by a bar association for his column writing. Gilbert, who is currently the 
presiding justice of Division Six of the Second District Court of Appeal, has served 
on the Court of Appeal since 1982 and before that as a judge and commissioner in the 
Los Angeles County Superior and Municipal Courts.  He has been described as the 
“poet laureate” of the appellate court for his literate, concise, scholarly, and often witty 
opinions, frequently sprinkled with references to and quotations from popular songs 
and great literary figures like Gilbert and Sullivan and Shakespeare. 
	 Gilbert’s columns from 1988-2008 have been compiled in a book entitled 
Under Submission.  The columns encompass a wide variety of topics ranging from the 
mundane (attending traffic school and medical procedures performed on him) to the 
philosophical (challenging “political correctness” by defending free speech, calling out 
hypocrisy, self-righteousness, arrogance in the judiciary and learning life’s meaningful 
lessons from colleagues and others) and reflect Gilbert’s gift for evoking serious 
thought through satire and understated wit.  Gilbert has entertained, educated, and 
inspired readers (who have formed a large and loyal following), and in the process 
has created a recurring cast of fictional characters in his columns, including the 
misanthropic trial judge, the Honorable Leonard Foote, and has served as a guardian 
of the proper use of the English language against current abuses.  Gilbert’s columns 
have been reprinted in several other publications including Nat Hentoff ’s highly 
regarded book Free Speech for Me — But Not for Thee: How the American Left and 
Right Relentlessly Censor Each Other. 
	 In one notable piece Gilbert demonstrated how various legal motions would 
tum out if drafted by prominent literary figures, including Ernest Hemingway, T.S. 
Eliot, Tennessee Williams, and e.e. cummings.  The columns have introduced the 
phrase “harmless terror” as a comment on the expansion of the concept of harmless 
error utilized by appellate courts in upholding criminal convictions. 
	 A native of Los Angeles, Gilbert is also a talented jazz pianist, and plays 
with an 18 piece band that performs for various bar association events, and is also a 
member of the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic Orchestra.  His love of jazz and 
classical music often finds its way into the monthly columns.  He and his wife Barbara 
live in Pacific Palisades. 

Los Angeles Superior Court Commissioner Mark Zuckman, the recipient of the Robert 
Takasugi Judicial Excellence Award, is only the third court commissioner in the 62 year 
history of the Criminal Courts Bar Association to receive this award. (Commissioners 
handle all the duties of judges but are appointed by the court whereas judges are 
appointed by the governor’s office or elected by voters; each party in a court proceeding 
must also stipulate to allow the commissioner to hear the action.) 
	 Since 2002, Commissioner Zuckman has been assigned to the LAX 
Courthouse, and for the past two years has presided over Department 142, a high 
volume felony preliminary hearing court.  During his tenure on the bench, Commissioner 
Zuckman has distinguished himself with his even-handed judicial temperament, 
thoughtful and scholarly rulings on evidentiary issues and legal motions, efficient 
calendar management, genuine respect for all parties appearing before him, and a dry 
sense of humor.  In a recent case involving a challenge to a search warrant based on 
marginal information in the search warrant affidavit, Zuckman issued a lengthy written 
decision, a rarity for bench officers working in a high volume court.  In 2006, he received 
the Commissioner of the Year Award from another bar association. 
	 Commissioner Zuckman grew up in Los Angeles, and graduated with honors 
from the University of Southern California as an undergraduate and later from the 
University of California-Davis Law School.  He began working as a deputy public 
defender in Los Angeles in 1981, and rose quickly through the ranks, eventually 
acquiring vast experience while conducting numerous jury trials on serious matters 
including murder cases with special circumstances, three strikes cases, and others with 
great complexity.  He became supervising attorney for the Public Defender’s Office in 
2000 at the Beverly Hills Courthouse and served in that capacity until appointment to 
the bench as commissioner two years later.  Commissioner Zuckman has also served as 
an adjunct professor at two local law schools, including Loyola Law School, where he 
taught a class on trial advocacy from 1995 to 2002. 
	 One of the more prominent cases he handled in the public defender’s office was 
the retrial of the penalty phase of a case involving the killing of a police officer, where 
the original trial counsel was found ineffective by the California Supreme Court.  The 
defendant was sentenced to death in the retrial but the Supreme Court unanimously 
reversed, ruling that the trial judge wrongly denied the right of the defense to present 
evidence in the new penalty phase that the defendant was not the actual shooter on a 
lingering doubt or “circumstance of the offense” theory.

J O U R N A L I S M  E X C E L L E N C E  A W A R D

Presiding Justice Arthur Gilbert

H O N .  R O B E R T  T A K A S U G I 
J U D I C I A L  E X C E L L E N C E  A W A R D

Commissioner Mark Zuckman



Victor Sherman, recipient of the Jerry Giesler Memorial Award, founded Sherman 
& Sherman along with Janet Sherman (now retired) in 1984.  Prior to this, Sherman 
practiced criminal law with Michael Nasatir and Richard Hirsch under the firm name of 
Nasatir, Sherman & Hirsch, which was incorporated in 1969.
	 Sherman has tried hundreds of cases in both federal and state courts, defending 
clients in cases ranging from business fraud to drug offenses, tax crimes, securities fraud, 
money laundering, public corruption, customs violations and racketeering, as well as 
misdemeanor and felony offenses and crimes of violence such as murder, sexual assaults 
and arson.  In 1999, he represented the lead defendant in the largest money-laundering 
case in United States history. His clients have included a Watergate defendant and a 
defendant charged with the largest bank heist in the nation’s history.  Sherman has argued 
before the United States Supreme Court and Court of Appeals in many federal cases.
	 In 1980, Sherman conceived of and began sponsoring the Aspen Advanced 
Criminal Law Seminar to create an environment for defense attorneys to share and learn 
from their common experiences.  Since 1997, the seminar has been co-sponsored by 
the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.  Speakers at the seminar have 
included many of the most prominent attorneys and judges in the nation.
	 Sherman has been recognized as one of the Best Lawyers in Southern 
California and as a Super Lawyer for the past 10 years.  He received his B.S. in business 
from the University of California, Los Angeles in 1962 and his J.D. from the University 
of California, Berkeley (Boalt Hall School of Law) in 1965.
					   

This year’s Joseph Rosen Justice award winner has been active in the local legal 
community since 1966. Ezekiel “Zeke” Perlo spent the first three years litigating personal 
injury cases for the firm of Morgan, Wenzel, Lindberg, Stearns and Morris.  He was 
counsel on at least 12 trials during those 3 years but his sense of right and wrong was 
gnawing at him because contributory negligence was not in existence at that time, and the 
plaintiffs were not being treated fairly by the insurance companies.  
	 In 1969 he joined the Los Angeles County Public Defender’s Office for a brief 
15 months.  He left to pursue his priority in life at that time, traveling.  Zeke went on a 
sojourn to Europe, North Africa and as he put it, “all over the place.”  Upon returning, he 
missed his friends in the Public Defender’s Office so he re-applied and went back to work.   
	 Five years later his wandering heart struck again, and he left for 11 months 27 
days on another trip.  (If he had gone for 1 year he would have lost his seniority!)  His 
time early in the Public Defender’s Office was filled with great friends, great parties and 
classic haunts that he and friends like Herb Barish, Charlie English, Ed Rucker, Mike 
Tynan, Bobby Jacobs, Howard Price and Brad Brunon would frequent.  Places like 
Stottlemeirs would find them many nights after work sharing a sandwich and beer and 
telling stories, which today are still told (with probably more embellishment).  Zeke was 
eventually transferred to Van Nuys and then back to Department 100 downtown.  After 
that he became the Deputy-In-Charge of Bauchet St., where he was affectionately known 
as the King of Chinatown for his many representations of defendants from the “Golden 
Palace.”   From 1978-1980 he was the Deputy-In-Charge of misdemeanors downtown 
and from 1980 to 1983 he was in charge of felonies in Santa Monica.  
	 He left the Public Defender’s Office in 1983 to enter private practice.  He 
started in Century City that year and eventually moved to the valley because of the drive.  
From 1990-2008, he had an office in Encino which he shared with Don Callabria, Mort 
Bornstein and Bill Collins.  From 2008 until today, he has managed the ICDA branch of 
the Los Angeles County Bar Association which oversees the indigent criminal defense for 
those who cannot be represented by the Public Defender’s Office or the Alternate Public 
Defender’s Office.  Zeke has made many great friends over the years, with whom he is 
still close.  He still believes “you have to do the right thing!”

J E R R Y  G I E S L E R  M E M O R I A L  A W A R D

Victor Sherman 
J O S E P H  R O S E N  J U S T I C E  A W A R D

Ezekiel P. Perlo



J E R R Y  G I E S L E R  M E M O R I A L  A W A R D

Vicki I. Podberesky

Vicki I. Podberesky, recipient of the Jerry Giesler Memorial Award, specializes in state 
and federal criminal defense, including appellate and post-conviction work.  She is a 
partner with the firm of Nasatir, Hirsch, Podberesky & Khero located in Santa Monica.   
	 Prior to joining the firm in 1988, Podberesky was a Litigation Attorney at Jones, 
Day, Revis & Pogue, practicing white collar criminal defense.  She was also an associate 
at Finley, Kumble, Wagner, Heine, Underberg, Manley, Myerson & Casey, representing 
individuals and corporations in complex criminal and civil fraud litigation. 
	 Podberesky has received honors for her work in criminal defense law, including 
the “Best Lawyers in America” distinction for white collar and non-white collar criminal 
defense.  She is also named in “Super Lawyers of Southern California” from 2004 to 
2015 and has been named in “Top Women Lawyers.”  Additionally, she has co-authored 
a chapter entitled, “Release Procedures,” in the California Criminal Law Procedure 
and Practice, 2nd edition treatise.  Podberesky received her undergraduate degree in 
economics from the University of California, Berkeley, and her Juris Doctor degree from 
the University of Southern California Law Center in 1985.  While at USC she was an 
Intern for the USC Prison Law Project, and following graduation she became an 
E. Barrett Prettyman Fellow at Georgetown University Law School. 
	 Podberesky has been involved in several professional law associations.  She 
is a Fellow and presently Secretary of the American Board of Criminal Lawyers.  She 
was a Member of the Board of Governors, Chair of the Governmental Misconduct 
Committee, and former Co-Chair of the Amicus Curiae Committee of the California 
Attorneys for Criminal Justice.  She was also a Member of the Board of Directors for 
the Criminal Courts Bar Association, Faculty Member in the trial advocacy training 
program at the National Institute of Trial Advocacy, and was a Staff Attorney to Judge 
William Webster for the Webster Commission, which was formed to evaluate the Los 
Angeles Police Department response to the riots in 1992.  She has also acted as a Lawyer 
Representative for the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference, as a Volunteer Attorney for the 
American Civil Liberties Union, as an Arbitrator over fee disputes for the Los Angeles 
County Bar Association Dispute Resolution Services, and has represented members of 
environmental and animal rights organizations in criminal matters.
	 Podberesky is a Member of the American Bar Association, Los Angeles County 
Bar Association, Federal Bar Association, Criminal Courts Bar Association, and National 
Association of Criminal Defense Attorneys.  In addition to being part of the defense 
team that secured the dismissal of federal charges for Theodore Yoon and P.K. Lim in 
the case of United States v. Mikaelian, et. al., Podberesky has also worked with attorney 
William Genego and investigator Paul Ingels in securing the release of Bruce Lisker who 
spent 26 years in prison after being wrongly convicted for the murder of his mother.

Michael D. Nasatir, recipient of the Jerry Giesler Memorial Award, has practiced 
criminal law for 49 years.  From 1966 to 1969, he was an Assistant United States 
Attorney for the Central District of California.  From 1970 to 1971, he was a Staff 
Attorney with San Francisco Neighborhood Legal Assistance Program, a well-known 
law firm specializing in poverty-related issues.  From 1971 to the present, he has been 
a criminal defense attorney in Beverly Hills and Santa Monica.  He is a partner with 
the firm of Nasatir, Hirsch, Podberesky & Khero located in Santa Monica.   
	 He has briefed and argued cases before the United States Supreme Court 
(United States v. Watson (1976), 423 U.S. 411 and United States v. Bowan (1975), 422 
U.S. 916) and the California Supreme Court (People v. Chacon (2007), 40 Cal.4th 558).
	 Nasatir has tried numerous cases in state and federal courts.  He has lectured 
on criminal law subjects before national professional groups and at colleges and 
universities.  He has been honored by being listed every year as one of the Best Lawyers 
in America and is one of Los Angeles County’s “Super Lawyers.”  His clients have 
included many of America’s top film and music celebrities, as well as nationally known 
literary and political figures.

J E R R Y  G I E S L E R  M E M O R I A L  A W A R D

Michael D. Nasatir



The Criminal Courts Bar Association
thanks the sustaining members
for their support in 2015
Michael Artan
James Blatt
Daniel Brookman
Richard Chacon
Christopher Chaney
Michael Chaney
Carol Clem
William Genego
Michael Goldstein
Christa Hohmann
Richard Hutton
David Kestenbaum
Patrick Lake
Leonard Levine
Sharon Beth Morris
Michael Norris
John Passanante
Felipe Plascencia
Donald Ré
Bruce Richland
Anthony Robusto
Ira Salzman
Robert Schwartz
Michael Shannon
Jack Trimarco
John Tyre
Robert Wilson

C R I M I N A L  C O U R T S  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

2015 Sustaining Members

The Criminal Courts Bar Association 
thanks our sponsors for the success of 
the 24th annual golf tournament
Kevin Delaney
Christie Parker Hale LLP
Pasadena Bar Association
ForensisGroup
Kim Frasca-Delaney
Hutton & Wilson
Brandon Carroll
Bad Boys Bail Bonds
Rickard Santwier

CourtCall
Law Office of Bruce Richland
Narver Insurance
Law Office of Leonard Levine
Hutton & Wilson
Christie Parker Hale LLP
Bad Boys Bail Bonds
Thon Beck Vanni Callahan & Powell
Law Office of Richard M. Chacon
Sentinel Offender Services
Law Office of Sharon Beth Morris
Law Office of Carey Caruso 
	 In Memory of Paul Caruso CCBA President 1967

Gift sponsors

Tee & Green Sponsors

C R I M I N A L  C O U R T S  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

2015 Golf Sponsors

Patrick McLaughlin
Donald & Maria Schweitzer
Dean G. Rallis Jr.
Z Parking
Michael Goldstein
Criminal Courts Bar Association
LCFCC



PUBLIC DEFENDER ALUMNI
FROM  LAST CENTURY.
GREAT JOBS, WELL DONE.
 

		  HON. MICHAEL A. TYNAN
		  “THE CANDIDATE”
 
 		  ZEKE PERLO
		  ICDA’s KEEPER OF THE KEYS 
 

 
		

						      Sharon Yamoto and John Yzurdiaga
 						      Louise and Rick Santwier
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Congratulations to Ezekiel “Zeke” Perlo
for his well-deserved honor tonight! 

vvv

LAW OFFICES OF JOHN AND SAM TYRE

CHRISTOPHER CHANEY

&

LINDY CARLL

CONGRATULATE

THE 2015 AWARD WINNERS



CONDOR CONSTRUCTION
Robin John Rutt, MBA
CONTRACTOR LIC #890430

T: 310.907.3515
E: robonthejob247@gmail.com

W: www.buildersbookkeeper.com

• Construction
• Bookkeeping (payroll / taxes, etc...)

• Insurances / bonds
• License renewal
• Entity formation
• Notary public

• Bidding / takeoffs / budgeting or budgets
• Consulting

On behalf of Joey Hernandez Insurance Solutions,
I wish to congratulate all of the
2015 CCBA Awards Honorees,
upcoming President Christa M. Hohmann,
and an Outstanding job by 
2014 President Michael A. Goldstein
of the Los Angeles Criminal Courts Bar Association.

JOEY J. HERNANDEZ-SR-22 & AUTO INSURANCE SPECIALIST
15260 Ventura Blvd., Suite 1200
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
Office: (818) 616-4947 • Toll Free: (866) 772-1114
joey@jhisins.com • http://www.jhisins.com

Conveniently located in Los Angeles County



OVER TWO GENERATIONS, IN SOME FORM OR FASHION, ALL
OF TONIGHT’S AWARD RECIPIENTS HAVE BEEN FRIENDS,

COLLEAGUES, OR RULERS OF OUR FATES!

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!

WITH LOVE AND RESPECT,

PAUL (IN MEMORIAM) CAREY & VITO CARUSO 

THE MAIN STREET LAW BUILDING RECOGNIZES

FOR THEIR MOST RECENT 

VICTORIES IN THEIR LONG 

HISTORY OF SUCCESSFULLY 

DEFENDING THE 

WRONGFULLY ACCUSED

Vicky Podberesky
Michael Nasatir
Victor Sherman
Richard Hirsch



To MY LONGTIME DEAREST FRIENDS and COLLEGUES
 

MICHAEL NASATIR
RICHARD HIRSCH

VICKI PODBERESKY
 

NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THE 
TIN MAN, SCARECROW, and COWARDLY LION.

 
                                                                                                                                                            

Jay Jaffe
JAY JAFFE, APC

433 North Camden Drive, Ste. 888
Beverly Hills, CA  90210

(310) 275-2333
FAX: (310) 275-4239

 
 
We wanted to congratulate all of the awardees tonight on this well-deserved honor 
with special recognition going to Commissioner Mark Zuckman and Judge Michael 
Tynan.  
 
Commissioner Zuckman, your dedication to the truth, fairness and integrity are 
unparalleled.  It is an honor to appear in front of you. 
 
Judge Tynan, on behalf of the thousands of people whose lives you have saved over 
the years, let us say a resounding THANK YOU. 
 
Hats off to an incredible year Michael Goldstein.  Welcome aboard Christa 
Hohmann.  We look forward to an amazing year under your leadership. 
 
Cheers to all, 
 
Alison Triessl, Rachel Constantine and Ryan Kerns 

 
 



CONGRATULATIONS  

TO OUR INCOMING CCBA PRESIDENT

CHRISTA HOHMANN

WE LOOK FORWARD TO A FANTASTIC YEAR!

MICHAEL A. GOLDSTEIN 
Outgoing CCBA President

RAISE YOUR GLASSES FOR OUR
2015 Awards Honorees

Jerry Giesler Memorial Award
Victor Sherman

Michael D. Nasatir
Vicki I. Podberesky

Joseph Rosen Justice Award
Ezekiel P. Perlo

Hon. Robert Takasugi Judicial Excellence Award
Commissioner Mark Zuckman

Journalism Excellence Award
Presiding Justice Arthur Gilbert

Morton Herbert Service Award
Richard G. Hirsch

Johnnie Cochran Award
Honorable Michael A. Tynan

President’s Award
Michael S. Romano

Director, Three Strikes Project
Stanford Law School

Mark Faucette
Director of Community Relations

Amity Foundation

MICHAEL A. GOLDSTEIN
&

JAMES A. GOLDSTEIN 

goldsteinlawgroup.com



Lauzon Family Law 
Congratulates 

 

The 2015 Jerry Giesler 
Memorial Award Honorees 

 

Victor Sherman  
Michael D. Nasatir 
Vicki I. Podberesky 

 

& 
 

The Morton Herbert  
Service Award Honoree 

 

Richard G. Hirsch 
 

- We Know you all & Know the Outstanding 
Work you do – Again Congratulations! 

Vicki, Michael and Victor – 

We honor your dedication of defending 

the underdog and keeping the 

government honest.  You inspire us!  

And, Richard Hirsch, thank you for years 

of quiet effort making a difference for 

the needy and homeless.
 

John Brown & Associates



15 years of
changing lives...

Congratulations to the 2015 Honorees
Victor Sherman

Michael D. Nasatir
Vicki I. Podberesky

Ezekiel P. Perlo

Commissioner Mark Zuckman

Presiding Justice Arthur Gilbert

Richard G. Hirsch

Honorable Michael A. Tynan

Michael S. Romano
Mark Faucette

and to our 2015 President
Christa M. Hohmann

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THIS YEAR’S HONOREES

Victor Sherman, Michael Nasatir, Vicky Podberesky

Zeke Perlow, and Richard Hirsch

Judge Michael Tynan

Jurist Arthur Gilbert

Commissioner Mark Zuckman

YOUR SUPERB ADVOCACY AND JUDICIAL EXCELLENCE ARE 

EXCEEDED ONLY BY YOUR GENEROSITY AND GOOD WILL

LEONARD LEVINE



AND, 

CONGRATULATIONS 

MICHAEL GOLDSTEIN 

FOR A SIMPLY 

OUTSTANDING YEAR!  

Victor Sherman • Michael D. Nasatir • Vicki I. Podberesky

Ezekiel P. Perlo

Commissioner Mark Zuckman

Presiding Justice Arthur Gilbert

Richard G. Hirsch

Honorable Michael A. Tynan

Michael S. Romano • Mark Faucette

CONGRATULATIONS 

TO

OUR 

OUTSTANDING 

AND 

INSPIRING 

AWARDEES

Christa M. Hohmann, 2015 President



GET THE  

Stop Losing Cases to Your Competitors!

INNOVATIVE MARKETING
Scorpion has the experience and the strategies to target the 
types of cases you want from the areas you want. You set your 
own budget and we will create a customized plan to get you 
what you want.

INSTANT RESULTS
No matter how competitive your market is, Scorpion can help 
you succeed. Our success is proven. You could start getting 
new clients the same day your new website and marketing 
strategy go live. 

GET A BIG RETURN
ON YOUR INVESTMENT
We track everything about your campaign. Your dedicated 
marketing team will constantly work to ensure you’re as 
pro�table as possible. You’ll get more new clients, your 
business will grow, and you’ll have Scorpion to thank for it.

Congratulations to the 
2014 Criminal Courts Bar Association Honorees

AND TO

President Michael A. Goldstein

866.332.3230
www.ScorpionDesign.com
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Congratulations to the 
2015 Criminal Courts Bar Association Honorees

AND TO

President Christa M. Hohmann


